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HOS EA VI; 9. 


Strangers have devour d bis Strength, and be 
knoweth it not; yea, Gray Hairs are here 
and there upon him, yet he knoweth not. 


1 this and the foregoing Verſes, the Propher 


is ſpeaking of the Children of Ephraim, and the 
miſerable Condition to which they had reduce d 
themſelves by mixing with the Heathen Nations. 

He complains in the Verſe immediately befoxe the 

Text, that Ephraim had mix'd himſelf among the Peo- 
ple, that is, among the Egyptians and Mhrians; and 
what this mixture was, we learn from ſeveral 


parts 4 — Prophecy, where they are charg d with 
making 


nages and Idols, with asking Counſel at their Hol. iv. 


Stocks, and with making many Altars to Sin: The i. 17. 
Egyptians and Aſſyrians had taken the Advantage of vi. 2- 


that Indulgence and Encouragement they found a- 
mong them, and by the benefit thereof had entic d 
many of the J/raelites to join in their Idolatries. 
The Miſchiefs whereof are expreſsd in the Text; 
the Firſt, that theſe Strangers had devour d the Strength 
they had, while they continud unanimous in the 
Worſhip of the True God; the Second, that tho 
the Decays occaſion d by theſe Mixtures were plain, 


1 and 


6 The Growth and Miſchiefs 
and did as evidently forebode their Ruin, as a ſprink- 
ling of Gray-hairs foretels the Approaches of Old 
Age; yet, ſuch was their Stupidity, and their Indif- 
ference for the True Religion, that they were not 
at all ſenſible of this growth of Idolatry among 
them, nor of the heavy Calamities it would bring 
upon their Nation. Strangers have devour d his 
Strength, and he knoweth it not; yea, Gray Hairs are 
here and there upon him, yet he knoweth it not. 

The terrible Effects of this their Indulgence to 
Idolatry and Unconcern dneſs for the Worſhip of 
God, did not only come to paſs as it had 

ſoretold, but the Prophet himſelf liv'd to ſee it. By 
encouraging the Idolatrous Nations to the preju- 
dice of the True Religion, they had provok'd God 
to Anger againſt them, and by ſuffering thoſe 
Nations to ſeduce ſo many of the Jjraelites to Ido- 
latry , they had exceedingly impair d their own 
Strength; and ſo, having made themſelves ripe 
for Deſtruction, the King of A4ſſyria, the Rod of 
God's Anger, found them an eafie Prey, and car- 
rying them into Captivity, plac d his own People 
in their ſtead. 5 8 

I ſhall not draw a Parallel between the King- 
dom of Jſrae! with regard to Pagan Idolaters, and 
the Condition of theſe Kingdoms with regard to 
Popiſh Idolaters; But thus much is certain, That 
there is a People among us, whom we juſtly charge 
with Adolatry; That the Liberties they have taken 
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for ſome Years paſt, have very much exceeded 


the Bounds which our Conſtitution has ſet them ; 


That the Exerciſe of their Religion and their In- 
terpoſition in Publick Affairs, have been managd 
with much greater Boldneſs and Openneſs than our 
Laws have thought conſiſtent with the Safety of 


Church and State; That the Confidence of the 


Prieſts in their Attempts to ſeduce the Proteſtant 
Subjects of the Realm, has been beyond the Ex- 
ample of former Times; That, preſuming upon 
the Lenity and Tenderneſs of the Government, 
they have actually perverted many unwary and 
ignorant People; That altho' theſe things are 
clear and certain, tho theſe Strangers to our Con- 
ſtitution go on to affront our Laws and devour ou 
Strength, yet we have thoſe among our ſelves, who, 
pro Iſraelites in art dan will nos _ — 
on the contrary have reat pains to ſuppreſs: 
the Knowledge of it; nay, vos been ſo zealous in 
that Work, as to improve any Suggeſtion of the- 
leaſt Miſchief from Popery, into a form'd Defign- 
againſt the Conſtitution of our Church. 


Things being thus, it may tans be unſcaſonable- 
at this time, if from the Words of the Text we: 
take occaſion to enquire into theſe Three Heads: 


Firſt, In-whar reſpedts, the Papiſts may be calldi 


Strangers to us. 4 


N 


Secondly,, 
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| Scriptures and raiſing their own Traditions to an 


_ Secondly, In what Inſtances and by what Me- 
thods they ſtrengthen and cnlarge themſelves , and 
in proportion devour our Strength. 


Thirdly, How it comes (0 pals, notwithſtanding 


all this , that there are too many among us who 
will not know it: Like the Iſraelites in the Text, 


Altho' Strangers devour our Strength, yet they know it 


not; and, tho Gray-bairs are here and there upon us, 


yet they know it not. 
Firſt, In what reſpects may 


the Papiſts be call d 


Strangers to us? And theſe are, In Religion, In 
Government, and (as a conſeque 


nce of theſe two) 


In Intereſt and Deſign. | | 
They are Strangers to us in Religion. By their 
Idolatries and Innovations, by perverting the Holy 


equal Authority, they have exceedingly corrupted 


che Faith and Dodrin of the Goſpel. Their Wor- 


ſhip is over - charg d with a vaſt variety of ſuperſti- 
tious Rites, in which the true Spirit of Devotion 
is ſwallow'd up and loft; they have chang d the 
Subſtance for the Shadow, and, contrary to the 
Apoltles Rule, have made it a Worſhip in the Let- 
ter, and not in the Spirit. Their Diſcipline is. whol- 
ly exercis d by Emiſſaries from Rome, ſet up in op- 


poſition to the Spiritual Governours of our Church, 
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and —_ under the immediate Direction and Au- F 


thority of a foreign Head. 

And becauſe the Church of England has purg'd 
her ſelf from theſe Idolatries, Superſtitions and In- 
novations, and rejecting their Traditions has made 
the Scripture the Rule of her Faith, and has accom- 
modated her Worſhip to the Word of God and 
the true Ends of Devotion, and deliver'd her (elf 
from the inſupportable Tyranny of the Papal Chair: 
By chis means, we are become Heretichs and Schiſ- 
maticks in the account of the Church of Rome; as 
ſuch, the Sentence of Excommunication is yearly 
denounc d againſt us by the Pope, and our Deſtru- 
tion is declar d to be a meritorious Work. And 
that all this is not mere Form and Ceremony, but 
a Direction zealouſſy purſu d where- ever it is pra- 
cticable; we ſee by the bloody Inquiſitions in ſome 
of the Popiſh Countries, with the terrible Perſecu- 
tion upon the Proteſtants in a neighbouring Nati- 


on, and the ſwift Approaches to the ſame Cruel- 


ties at home,” when that Spirit could ſhew it elf 


with ſafety, under the Influence of a Popiſh Prince. 


Far be it from us, to make this mercileſs Treat- 
ment of our Brethren, a Rule of our Carriage and 
Behaviour towardtheirs. We have not ſo learn d 
Chriſt, as to think Fire and Faggot a fit Application 
to the Conſciences of Chriſtians, or to reckon the De- 
ſtruction of their Bodies a proper Means for the 
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Salvation of their Souls. Bur, methinks, theſe Cruel- 


Church of Rome, while they own a f 


their Allegiance and even Degrading and Excom- 
municating the Sovereign. And as this pretend- 


— 


ties towards Proteſtants in other Nations, ſhould 
make the Papiſts in our own ſomewhat more mo- 
deft and cautious ; at leaſt, they ought not to think 
themſelves entitl d thereby to new and unuſual Li- 
berties. And tho the Good Nature and Religion 

of Engliſh-men forbid them to copy thoſe Examples 
of Cruelty ; we may well be allow d fo far to ob- 
ſerve and remember them, as to be jealous of the 
Growth of that Religion among our ſelves , which 
in other Countries could animate the Profeſſors of 
it to ſuch unhuman Barbarities towards our Prote- 
Rant Brethren. + 

They ate alſo Strangers to us in Government : 
Princes can have no hold of the Members of the 


uperior Head, 
who claims a Power of Abſolving Subjects from 


ed Authority is chiefly exerted by the Pope againſt 
Proteſtant Princes, ſo are the People prepar d to re- 
ceive, approve, and execute his Sentences, by ano- 
ther ungodly Doctrine, That no Faith is to be kept 
with Hereticks. And. to what ſeditious and cruel 
Attempts theſe Principles have blown up ſome of 
the Members of that Church, can be unknown to 


none who have look d into the Hiſtory of theſe King- 
doms ſince the beginning of Q. Blizabeth's Reign. 
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of POPERY. Cx): 
It is to be hop d, that the greateſt part of our 
Engliſb Papiſts, being born and bred in the ſame 
Air with our ſelves, and receiving their Protection 
from the eſtabliſhd Laws, have fo good a ſhare f 
Tenderneſs and Gratitude, as. to be proof againſt - 
theſe cruel Suggeſtions of the Emiſſaries from Rome. 
But it is alſo to be fear'd, that there will be a num- 
ber at all times, of Condition and Inclination de- 
ſperate enough to undertake ſuch Enterprizes, as are 
agreeable to the Principles of that Church, and ſhall 
be judg'd by their Infallible Guide to be a ſeaſon- 
able Service to the common Cauſe. And we may 
well ſuppoſe, ſuch Diſpoſitions are the more ſtrong 
and numerous, at a time. when the whole Body 
of our Papiſts diſown the Title of the Prince, 
in favour of a Pretender of their own Religion; 
and that they are yet more ready and zealous , fince 
the Nation (ſufficiently ſenſible that the EngliſhCon- 
ſtitution will not thrive under a Popiſh Prince) have 
cut off their hopes of a Popiſh Succeſſor for ever, 
except ſome bold and deſperate Undertaking ſhall 
make his way to the Throne. 8 
It is far from the Temper of the Engliſh and che 
Nature ofour Conſtitution, to make Men ſuffer upon 
bare Preſumptions : But at the ſame time the regard 
we owe to our Selves and our Conſtitution callsupon 
us to be very Watchful, when we are ſure there is an 
Enemy in our own Bowels. When we find ſuch 
1 2 _- a 
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a Spirit moving among us, it behoves us to ob- 
ſerve narrowly which, way it moves and to what de- 
rees ; that it may be kep. under ſuch Reftrainrs as 
the Safety of Church and State ſhall require. Their 
Principles in effect declare, and we are all abun- 
dantly convinc'd, that whatever Strength or Inte- 
reſt they have, will upon a fair opportunity be 
employ'd againſt us; and therefore it nearly con- 
cerns us to know the Extent of that Strength and 
to be jealous of the Increaſe of it. Tis the Voice 
of the Nation, that we have no preſent or future Se- 
curity (under God) but in the Proſperity of Her 
Majeſty's Arms and the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant 
Line; and how then can we anſwer it to our Selves, 
our Poſterity, or our Religion, if we make it not 
our utmoſt. Care, that they who we are ſure have 
it in their Will, have it not alſo in their Power, to 
ſhake or undermine theſe Foundations of our Safe- 
Pe 1% mort 
1 Theſe Two Oppoſitions, In Religion, and Go- = 
verment, ſuppoſe a Third ſort, namely, In Intereſt 
and Deſign : For the Spirit of that Religion is not 
wont to lie {till without Deſigns, much leſs to over- 
look any fair Opportunities of ſerving them. If 
ever there was a juncture that oblig d the Papiſts 
in Prudence and Decency to more than ordinary 
Tenderneſs in giving Offence, it is now ; when their 
declat᷑ d Diſaffection to the Goyernment makes them 
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ſo liable to be ſuſpected, and when the Succels of 
of their Aims and Wiſhes would evidently be the 
ruin of our Laws and Religion. And it were hap- 
py for the Nation, and perhaps for themſel ves too, 
if their known Principles in Government and Re- 
ligion were the only Teſtimony of their Deſigns. 
But this is a gi pn not to be hop d for, While 
their Prieſts are ſo open and bare. fac d in making 
Proſelytes of the weaker ſort, and (ſorgetting how 
ſhamefully they were bafffd in a former Reign, 


and how obnoxions they are to the Laus at this 


Day) art not afraid to ſend Challenges to the Mi- 


niſters of our Church, on purpoſe to carry off their 
Proſelyte in publick Triumph, aſter they have made 
ſure of him by private Arts: while many of their 
People buſie themſelves openly in the National 
Elections, for thoſe whom they conceive to be moſt: 
favourable, or leaſt oppoſite, to their main Deſign, 
and are very free in cenſuring of others, u ho have 
no Crime but their Zeal for the Proreſtant "Succeſs 
fon, the great Barrier againſt that Deſign: while 
they triumph in the Misfortunes of the Kingdom, 
and repine at the publick Proſperity and Succeſs, 
with ſuch freedom and openneſs as few other Na- 
tions would bear: Ina word, inſtead of guarding 


againſt Suſpicions, and a prudent Care not to give _ 


any Offence or Jealouſe '( a'Behaviour that mighe 
well be expected in their preſent Circumſtanees, ) tos 


many. 
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many among chem ſeem to be trying what Degrees 
of Provocation the Government will bear. 

Theſe Practices (we may hope) are heartily con- 
demn d by the more prudent and modeſt part of that Per- 
ſuaſion; who will therefore think it reaſonable, that 
the eſtabliſh d Conſtitution ſhould provide for its 
own Safety ; and if that Proviſion ſhould happen 
to bring laconyeniencies upon them, will lay the 
blame where it ought to reſt, that is, upon the in- 
| temperate Zeal of the Emiſſaries from Rome, and 
of others whom they have been able to work into 


cheſe provoking Meaſures. 


I paſs on to the Second General, 


Secondly, In what Inſtances, and by what Methods, 
they ſtrengthen and enlarge themſelves, and in pro» 
portion devour our Strength. * 

We have already ſhown, how oppoſite they are 
in Religion and Government, in al their Meaſures 
and Deſigns, to the eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution of 
Church and State. And the conſequence of this 
Oppoſition is, that what they gain, we loſe ; what- 
ever new Strength or Spirits we ſuffer them to get, 
are all drain d out of our own Body. Every Pro- 
_ they make, immediately becomes our pro- 
felsd Enemy, not only in Religion but in Policy 
too; liſting himſelf at the ſame time under Two 


foreign 
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foreign Heads, one in the Church, the other in the 
State. And it is generally obſerv d, that ſuch Con- 
verts are more remarkably active and furious in the 
Cauſe they have eſpous d; whether it is, that Fickle 
Heads are naturally fond of new things, or that 
they think it for their Honour to make a ſhow of a 
thorow Conviction. | 
And as every Convert to the Popiſh Religion 0 
becomes immediately a Zealot for a Popiſh Prince; 
ſo ic happens at this juncture that the Zeal of ſome 
of our own Church for the pretended Prince of 
that Religion, proves the 2 of making them 
Proſelytes to the Religion it ſelf, A Community 
of Meaſures and Wiſhes in the Affairs of State, 
. draws on a Correſpondence and Good-liking be- 
tween them and the Members of the Church of 
Rome ; and the Courteſie which they find upon + 
that account from Papiſts, by degrees wears off 
the Abhorrence of Popery ; by which means, the 
Miſſionaries of that RR 22 are _ _ 
to neglect Opportunities) find their Acceſs eaſie, 
and the Work half.done to their Hands. 
God be thank d, it is only upon the Weak and 
Ignorant, that this Poyſon works: The more diſ- 
cerning among chem retain the ſame Deteſtation „ ... 
they ever had of the manifold Corruptions of the bis ct. 
Church of Nome, and a very Learned Perſon of . 
chat number has publickly warn'd the Nation of Pris; is. 
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the Boldneſs and Succeſs of the Prieſts in making 
Converts, and tells us, from his own Obſervation, 
the Arts and Methods by which they carry on their 
Work, and laments thar the Growth of Peopery among 
us ſhould be greater than formerly, notwithſtanding the 
Iucreaſe of Penal Laws. * i 

The truth is, thoſe Penal Laws are ſo much 
ſoſten d, or rather laid aſide, by the Engliſh Cle- 
mency and Good - nature, that it has long been the 
Wiſh of wiſe and conſidering Men, to ſee fewer 
Laws and more effectual Execution. They have 
liv'd ſo long under the Terror of Penal Laws, and 
found ſo little Inconvenience from them, chat it 
will be hard to convince them that the Legiſlature 


z ever in carneſt. And yet theſe very Laus, being 


part of our Engliſh Conſtitution, are appeal'd- to in 
the Popiſh Countries as undeniable Teſtimonies of 
the Sufferings of their Engliſh Brethren; and while, 
in great Tenderneſs, we are ſuſpending our Laws 
at home, we are reproach'd abroad as the moſt 
cruel Perſecutors. This is but an ill Return from 

the Miſſionaries of the Church of Rome, for the great 
Indulgence they have found among us; which ſhould 
oblige them at leaſt to do Juſtice to the Church of 
England, by N that as the ſeveral Laws they 
complain of were firſt made 775 ſome remarkable 
Attempts of the Papiſts agai 

titution of Church or State; ſo nothing but freſh 
1 | „ Pro- 


if 


— . 


* 


the eſtabliſh d Con- 


- © 


Provocations of the ſame Kind has driven the 
Engliſh to the Execution of them. They know, 
that by the Laws of ſome other Countries it is 
-Criminal to be a Proteſtant, and the moſt peace- 
able Behaviour is no Protection; and they know 
as well, that it has not been the Papiſt as ſuch, 
but only the- provoking, ſeditious, and turbulent Pa- 
piſt, who has found any diſturbance from the 
Enxliſb Government. | 
In the Infancy of the Reformation under 
Henry the Eighth, che great Work was to extir- Hen. VII. 
pate the Andy of the Pope and eſtabliſh the 
Supremacy of the Prince. Now, both theſe 
the Point under our preſent Conſideration ſap- 
-poſes to be ſettled; which is not, by what me- 
thods the Papal Authority was excluded, but in 
what way thoſe who adhere to the Religion of 
che Pope, have been treated in a Country where 
his Authority was aboliſhd. And it is well 
known, that the diſaffection bf that Prince tothe 
main Dodctrines of Popery, was not fo great a8 
to induce him to any remarkable Hardſhips to- 
wards thoſe, who would at leaſt be-falent under 
his own Supremacy. | GL e 
His Son King Edward the Sixth, went further, 
and eſtabliſh d an Uniformity of Service and Adni- 203 
niſtration of the Sacraments throughout the Realm, ** © 
n | 188 3 
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but that Law only enjoin d the Miniſter to uſe 
this and not the Maſs- Book; and the People, 

not to interrupt the Miniſter or pod againſt 
the Service. And when it appeard by experi- 
2&4 ence that the Miſſals which had been formerly 
Lars co. ug d were a great obſtruction to the Uniformiry 
intended, they were only call'd in, to give a 
more free and caſte paſſage to the public Ser- 
vice, without diſturbing either Prieſt or People 

in the private exerciſe of their Religion. 
Notwithſtanding the bloody Reign of Queen 
 -Mary, fo far was her Succeſſor the glorious Queen 
Elizabeth from the leaſt diſpoſition to Cruelty, 
that ſhe contented her ſelf to reſtore the Supre- 
macy and the Publick Service. to their former 
cand. Ann. State; allowing the Papiſts a thare in her Coun- 
„ . ſels, and, in a ſubſequent Law againſt che Pope's. 
y Authority, —_— Peers of the Realm from 
the diſabling Oath, and frequently declaring that 
no Subject who would live quietly and peace- 
ably ſhould be diſturb d on the account of Re- 
Tis true, the Laws afterwards grew more ſe- 
1 Eli c. 1. vere, but it was becauſe che, Papi rew more 
ſeditious. To execute Bulls of Abſolution and 


Reconciliation from Rome, or to receive Abſolu- 
won. and Reconciliation in virtue of ſuch Bulls, 


was 


2 ü——IEw—— pp ,,, — 
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was made High Treaſon. Bur let the Hiſtory 
of the three preceeding Years explain that Law, 
and determine whether ic was owing to the Se- 
verity of Proteſtants or the Sedition of Papiſts. 
There we find, that the Pope had granted Au- 
thority to Saunders and others, to abſolve all the can . 
Engliſh who would return to the Church of 5: 
Rome, and that they were very zealous in the 
Work; That the ſame Pope had ſent his Bull — 156. 
into England by Morton the Prieſt, to Anathe- | 

matize the Queen, deprive her of the Throne, - 
and abſolve her Subjects from their Oaths of 
Obedience; That in virtue hereof many of the 
People were withdrawn from their | Allegiance, 
a dangerous Rebellion rais d, circular Letters ſent 
to the Papiſts to riſe and aſſiſt in the Cauſe, and 
che Bull ic ſelf publiſhd in the Citiy in a very - 12 t] - 
open and inſolent manner. "25A 

Ten Years after, - we find a new Enforcement | 
of the Law againſt Bulls; but it was becauſe 23 E e.. 
the Prieſts had found new Devices to evade the 
former, and to carry on the work of abſolving 
and reconciling by other ways. We find Penal- 
ties for ſaying and hearing of Maſs, but we find Cond. 4m. 
in the Hiſtory of che ſame time that great num 
bers of Prieſts were ſent into England and Tre- 
land from the Seminaries abroad, under ow 

| C 2 
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of preaching and adminiſtring the Sacraments,. 
but really to withdraw. the -SubjeRs from their: 
Obedience to the. Queen. The ſame Law lays 
a Penalty upon abſenting from Church, and af- 
ter a Year's abſence enjoins the finding of Sure- 
ties; which is not to be thought ſtrange or cruel, 
when the Emiſlaries of the Church of Nome 
(under whoſe diſcipline the Abſenters liv'd) were 
the profeſs d Teachers of Rebellion, and when 
a Deſign had been detected between the Spaniſh 
King and the Pope, to dethrone the Queen, and 
reſtore Popery in the Kingdom. 


„e. The next Law againſt Papiſts, commands 


cd Prieſts coming daily. into England, - who. taught 


all Jeſuits, Seminary Prieſts, and others, to. de- 
part the Realm. But turn to the Hiſtory of 
that time, and chere you find great numbers of 


that the Queen was no Queen, and that what» 
ever had been done by her Authority ſince the 
Bull of Pope Pius, was null and veid. The 
ſame Law forbids the ſending of Children or 
Contributions to the Seminaries abroad; and 
ſo the ſame Hiſtorian tells us of great numbers 
of Children ſent over to thoſe Seminaries, and 
:eceiv d there on condition that they firſt made 
a Vo to return, when they were inſtructed 
in their Learning and Diſcipline; that * | 

| mne. 
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the rankeſt principles of Sedition and Rebel- þ 


lion. 
While they were thus diligent in ſending their 
_ Emiſlaries to corrupt the People, it is not to be | 
wonder d that the great Council of the Land 3; zi. « i: . | 
ſhould countermine their Endeavours, by ob- 
liging all who ſhould be found guilty of Cor- 
rupting, to Abjure the Realm. And iſ, the ſame. | 
| Year; another Law was made to baniſh Papiſts 3; EH 
from Court, and confine them to the Neigh- | 
bourhood of their own Dwellings; our: Hiſto- * 
ries will explain it, by e e com- Cemd. Anh, « 


— of a very few Years ſeveral Defigns had 33 


— 


en formid and carry d On. to Aſſaſſmate- the. 1334. 
Queen. 8 | TY. 18387. ; 
King James I. began his Reign with a Revi- 1 4.-. © 
val of Queen Flizabeths Laws againſt Popery: 
and well he might, when he reflected upon the 
many wicked Deſigns againſt the Perf and 
Government of his Predeceſſor, and that upon 
a proſpect of her Death they had in the moſt 
oublick manner diſputed his Title to ſucceed... | 
Three Years after, we find. Papiſts confin' , 3 4, 5:-: © 
under higher Penalties to their Places of A | 
and greater Rewards propos d for the diſcover 
ing of Prieſts, and expreſs Declarations requird 
againſt cho Popes Authority to depoſe Princes 
: Shs" 
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and abſolve Subjects from their Obedience, a- 
gainſt diſpenſing with Oaths and taking them 
with Equivocations and mental Reſervations. 
But it is to be remember d, that all this was 
done upon the diſcovery of the moſt helliſh and 
execrable Plot that we read of in any Age or 
Nation, the Gunpowder-Treaſon; which, we 
all know, had been carry d by the Prieſts, up- 
on theſe very Principles, to the point of Execu- 
tion. | 
To theſe Reſtraints, there were added in the 
23Ca.2. Reign of King Charles the Second, the Sacramen- 
** tal Teſt, and the Excluſion of Popiſh*Peers out 
* 1 of the great Council of the Land. For the oc- 
aeaſion of which, I need not appeal to Hiſtory : 
I appeal to the Memory of many preſent, for 
the Countenance given at that time co Popiſh 
Meaſures, the impatience of the Papiſts to put 
them in Execution, and their Attempts to ſhorten 
the Way for a Popiſh Succeſſor to the Throne; 
Who, when he came to the Throne, did abun- 
dantly juſtific the Wiſdom of our Legiſlators, by 
making the removal of that Teſt, one of his 
firſt Endeavours for the Eſtabliſhment of Po- 
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Þ 4 may be thought preſumption in one of our 
Order, and eſpecially before this Learned Au- 
| 5 dience, 
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dience, to intermedle in the Laws and Statutes - 


of the Realm : bur it will be favourably con- 
ſider'd, that they are Laws which concern 
Religion, and are only cited in an Hiſtorical 
Way; that, by comparing the Seditious Practi- 


with the ſeveral Laws they have occafiond ; it 


may appear at one view, That the Papiſts have 


been the ſole Authors of their own Misfortunes ; 
That theſe Reſtraints from time to time, were 


brought upon them by Rebellion, and not (as 


they pretend) by Religion; That che Engliſh Le- 
giſlature have proceeded in their Reſtraints Gra- 
dually, as the repeated Attempts of the 1 3: 


upon the Perſons and Government of our Prin- 


ces have render d them neceſſary, and, That no- 


ces of the Papiſts as recorded in our Hiſtories, 


thing can extort a ſanguinary Law from the 
Engliſh Temper, but an indiſpenſible regard to 


their own Religion and Goverament. 


But what Severity ſoever may be pretended 


in the Laws, it is very certain there is none in 


the Execution. And he who conſiders how ſtrict 


the Laws and how high the Penalties are, againſt 
any Prieſt who ſhall attempt to pervert a Sub- 
ject to Popery, or ſhall lay „ or even be 


found in the Realm; and againſt all others 


who ſhall harbour a Prieſt in their Houſes, or 
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ſend Children or Money to a Seminary abroad,; 
whoever knows the high Penalties upon theſe 
Practices (to name no more,) and then conſi- 
ders how common and familiar they are general- 
h believd to be among us, will ſee how little 
miſchief the Papiſts fear from theſe terrible Laws 
they complain of, and how much they are in- 
debted to the Goodneſs and Tendernels 
Engliſh Government. F 
But they muſt not hope that the Exgliſhß Good- 
nature will hold out againſt all Provocations: 
The Laws will rouſe themſelves and break looſe 
at the ſight of ſuch unprecedented Freedom and 
Boldnels, as we have beheld of late Days. It 
is a known Crime in the Eye of the Law, to 
import Popiſh Books from abroad; but we 
have feen them printed and publiſh'd at home, 
and diſpers d over the Nation with the greateſt 
Induftry, and not only ſo, but with formal Ad- 
vertiſements of the Place where a variety of Po- 
iſh Books were to be publickly fold. They 
1 it is Capital to attempt the perverting of a 
Proteſtant Subject; and yet they are not con- 
tent to carry on this Work with caution and ſe- 


of che 
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crecy, unleſs they do it with a kind of K | 
er 


in defiance of Parents, Husbands, and all othe: 
Superiours and Relations. They are ſtictly for- 
2 bdidden 
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of POPERY. | 


bidden to ſend Children to the Seminaries a- 


broad; but if a late Complaint was well-ground= 


. ed (as I doubt not but it was) they are now be- 
pinning to bring the Seminaries home. They 
now, there is nothing againſt which our Con- 
ſtitution has more carefully guarded, than their 
intermedling in the Affairs of Church or State; 
which, one would hope, ſhould be a Warning 
to mix in the Intereſt they prefer, with greater 
Caution; and if they muſt rejoyce in our Miſ- 
fortunes, and repine at the publick Succeſs, 


do do it at leaſt in a more private and modeſt 


Way. | | Gy 
Theſe and the like Provocations have moy 
the great Council of the Land to take a ftri& 
Survey of the preſent State of Popery in the King- 
dom; in order, as it is hop d, to apply an ef- 
fectual Remedy to this growing Evil. And in 


the mean time, while the Prieſts of che Church 


of Rome are ſo very buſie, it cannot be an un- 
becoming part in the Miniſters of the Church of 


England , to lay to heart the vilible Increaſe of 


Popery, and to warn the People how zealous 
they are in promoting it; that ſo, we may raiſe 


Rant Religion eftabliſh'd among 08. 
4 WE [ pro- 
3 
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an equal Zeal and Concern for the true Protes 
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the Vraelites in the Text, Altho Strangers devour 


been ; eſpous d and labour d as a Cauſe, and the 


vail, can be a Doubt with none Who know the 
Spirit and Principles of that Religion, and re- 


1 Proceed to the Third and Laſt General, 


Thirdly, How it comes to paſs, notwithſtand- 
ing the Papiſts are ſo much Strangers and Ene- 
mies to our Conſtitution, ſo open and zealous 
in promoting their own. Intereſt and by conſe- 
quence in devouring our Strength; that there. are 
too many among us who will not Ham it: Like 


our. Strength, het they know it not; and tho Gray 
Hairs are here and there upon us, yet they knaw it 
nat. Was it through Supineneſs or Inadvertency, 
and. that they did not obſerve or regard it; the 
thing were leſs. to be wonder d at: But it has 


People have heen told in the moſt publick man- 
ner, that Popery is only a Bugbear to ſcare and 
terrifie them; nay, they have been taught to be- 
lieve, that the Complaints of Danger from that 
Quarter, are a certain Mark of Diſaffection to 


the Church of England. 


What we are to expect if Popery ſhould pre- 


flect upon the Terrors of a late Reign; the re- 
membrance whereof, one would hope, ſhould - 
I | C1] f make 
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make it an eſtabliſh'd Principle in the Hearts of 
all true Engliſh Men, That we can never be too 
watchful againſt the Deſigns and Approaches of 
Popery. But I know not how]; thoſe Days of 
Danger and Terror are clean forgotten by many 
amongſt us; who while they treat the Memory 
of our glorious Deliverer, and thoſe Worthy and 
Learned Prelates who ſtood in the Gap, with 
the utmoſt Contempt and Indignity; can make 
themſelves a kind of Advocates for the Papiſts, 


and perſuade the Nation, in effect, that nei- 


ther the Increaſe of Popery at home, nor the 
open Attempts of a' Popiſh Pretender abroad, 
deſerve our Fear or Regard. And it is very evi- 
dent, that their Diligence to remove the Fears of 
Popery and divert the Nation from all Suſpici- 


* 


great Encouragement to this provoking Beha- 
viour of the Papiſts. nee andy 41 39 
ITis true, che Papiſts are not the un) Enemies 
to our Conſtitution: There is another ſort who 
Diſſent from us in Worſhip and Diſcipline; but 
being reſtrain d by Penalties and Incapaeities 
ſo much lower than the Papiſts, are-evidently 
judg d by our Conſtitution to be Enemies of a 
lefs-dangerous Nature. The Legiſlature conſiders, 
That They own no Foreign Head in Church or 
3 D 2 | State; 


» 


ons of that Kind, has for ſome Years' been a 
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State; that in the Doctrinal Parts of Religion, 
they are at a leſs diſtance from us, and ſo 
are brought over with greater Eaſe to the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church: that in fact, abundance have 
been brought over by gentle and courteous Uſage, 
and their Numbers undoubtedly decreaſe by the. 
Toleration; which appears, among other Teſti- 
monies, by a Letter of Complaint to that pur- 

poſe, from ſeveral of the Miniſters in the Coun- 

try to their Brethren in the City: That as to 

the National Intereſt at this juncture; they. 

ate (for ought appears) very cordially. in it; 

true to the Queen, utter Enemies to France, and 

© hearty Friends to the Proteſtant Succeſſion. Up- 

an theſe Accounts, the Wiſdom of the Nation 

thinks fir to grant chem an Indulgence in Religi- 
on; and I think i is now agree d on all Hands, 
that by the terms of Chriſtianity there ought to 

be no Perſecution purely for the ſake of Religion, 

and chat, in Experience, gentle Methods appear 

much more effectual than ſevere ones, to bring 

them to a fayourable Opinion of che Efta» 

bliſhd Church, and by degrees to Conformity 

with Her. 1 4 f 

Far be it from us, to preach Security to the 

Members of our Church, with regard to theſe 

Men. On the contrary, Let us take it for panel 
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that they would be very well pleas d with a greater 
ſhare of Eiberty and Power; and let them be made 
ſenfible that it is in vain to hope for more, nay, 
chat the modeſt and inoffenſive uſe of what they 


of ir. But, on the other hand, while they keep 
within the Bounds which the Laws: preſcribe, 


let us not make them Enemies of a larger Size 


than the Conſtitution 1 rawn them, much leſs 

ual them, in point of Danger, to the Papilts; 
chole ieroeon;able Enemies of ol Ring 
Government. © And ic ought certainly to make 


ſome difference in our Regard, that they ſo free- . 
ly contribute their Aſſiſtance, in this critical Jun- 


cture, againſt the common Enemy of Europe; 


while the great Hopes of che Papiſts are evident- 


ly plac'd in his Succeſs. 


And yet, notwithſtanding the maniſeſt Inequa»+ = 


lity of Danger from theſe Two; if we enquire 
into the trut Caufe why ſo many among us are 
thus induſtrious to remove the Eyes of the Na- 
tion from Papiſts, it will appear to be, tliat they 
may fix them more keenly upon Proteſtants ; that 
is, in plain terms, that they may leave that Quar- 


ter naked, where our greateſt Danger lies. Paſs - 


fron, Prej 
Minds of 


udice, and Intereſt, get 7 1 n of the 
Men; and being rooted there, will nor 
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have, is their beſt Security for the continuance 
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into new Dangers. 


© ſuffer them to ſee the ttue Intereſt of their native 


Country; which at this time, if ever, requires us 
to keep the ſtricteſt Eye upon them whoje Prin- 
ciples and Practices declare their Partiality to our 
Enemies, and to prevent all Jealouſies and Miſ- 
underſtandings with -thoſe who aſſiſt us heartily 


in the common Cauſe; ſo far as they may be 


prevented with Safety to our Conſtitution, which 
all Parties muſt allow us to make the Rule and 
Meaſure of our Dealings with them. | 

Within the Memory of the preſent Age, it was 
the pleaſure of the Court that the Penal Laws 


| ſhould be vigorouſly executed upon the Diſſen- 


ters; which has ſince ſufficiently appear d to be 
a Popiſh 'Stratagem to divide the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt, and thereby to ſtrengthen and enlarge their 
own, By theſe Arts were the Papiſts preparing 
the Way, when a Prince of chat Religion came 
to the Crown; under whole Influence the Inte- 
reſt of Popery advancd and grew apace, till it 
was ready to ſwallow us up- It pleas d God to 
look upon us in our Extremity, and to ſend us 


a glorious Deliverer; but let us: remember that 


he has no where promis d to ſend. new Nelive- 
rances, as oft as a People ſhall think fit, by their 
own Folly and Perverſeneſs, to plunge themſelves 
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* To prevent this, and that every one of us may 
do his part to perpetuate our Laws, Liberties, and 
Religion; ler us ſacrifice our private Paſſions and 
Animoſities- to the Publick Good; or, if theſe. - 
muſt be indulg'd, let them at leaſt be laid aſide 


in a caſe where our Religion is ſo nearly con- 


cern d. Let us liſten honeſtly and 1 771 


to che eſtabliſh'd Laus and our own ; ReAfort; 
which will firſt tell us, who are the greateſt Stan- 
gers and Enemies to our Conſticucion,, and then 
teach us to keep the ſtricteſt Watch, where we find 
the greateſt Danger. In a fulſ aſſurance of tlie Safety 
of the Church of England under Her Majelty*shap- - 
py and glorious Adminiſtration, and in purſuance 
of Her own Royal Commands, let us be the con- 
ſtant Promoters of Peacꝭ and Unity in our ſeve- 
ral Stations; that we may procure the Favour of 
Heaven, and our joint Endeavours for the pub- 
lick Good, may be Crown d with Succels. 

Above all, let us be more juſt to Her Majeſty, 
our Selves, and the whole Nation, than to turn 
Advocates for thoſe, who in contempt of all 
Laws are open Advocates for a Foreign Power, 
in order to bring in a Foreign Religion. | 

From which terrible Judgment, may God of his in- 

finite Mercy evermore deliver this - Church and 
" Nation, for the ſake of his Son Jeſus Chriſt; .. 
to whom, &c. 1 7:5 
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Swot, againſt aks EVILOF PRINCES, 
AND THOSE" IN AUTHORITY UNDER THEM : 
reach d at the Aſſizes held at Croydon in Surrey, 
March 7th 1706. By Edu. Gibſon, D. D. Rector 
of Lambeth, and den mani han Grace the Lord 


Loma mn of Canterbury. 


Sold by 4 and 7. Chirchill at the Black-Swan 
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